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NEWS ANNOUNCEMENT

20th Annual Meeting and Symposium of the Society for Economic Botany
The 1979 annual meeting of the Society for Economic Botany was held at North Carolina State University in Raleigh from 10 to 13 June. Dr. James W. Hardin served as local representative, and the Secretary of the Society, Dr. W. Hardy Eshbaugh, was program coordinator.
The symposium, "Medicinal Plants--Past and Present," consisting of 11 papers was arranged by Dr. Hardin and Mr. E. M. Croom, Jr. There were 24 contributed papers covering a wide range of topics from "evidence for prehistoric races of maize derived from ceramic models," through "cactus alkaloids" to such things as "cultivation of tropical fruits in Florida."
At the annual banquet, Dr. Richard Evans Schultes received the award of Distinguished Economic Botanist. The award was presented to him by Dr. Julia F. Morton, who last year was the first to be recognized as Distinguished Economic Botanist.
New officers elect for the Society are: President Dr. John H. Beaman, Michigan State University Vice-President--Dr. Harry H. S. Fong, University of Illinois Members of the Council--Dr. Robert W. Read, Smithsonian Institution, and Dr. Elizabeth S. Sheldon, Auburn University.
The meeting for the Society for 1980 will be held at Indiana University in Bloomington from June 15 to 18. Dr. Peter Bretting and Dr. C. B. Heiser will serve as the local representatives. Dr. A. Douglas Kinghorn will be responsible for organizing a symposium on the Leguminosae. In 1981 the Society will meet jointly with the American Society of Pharmacognosy in Boston.--GREGORY J. ANDERSON, Chairman, SEB Publicity Committee, Biological Sciences Group, U-43, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 06268.
